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IV
. T

he C
hallenge of E

ducating
D

iverse S
tudents

M
ark G

erzon describes the

challenge of deliberation: "A
s

citizens on the eve of the next m
il-

lennium
, in a nation exploding

w
ith diversity, our challenge is to

listen to fellow
 citizens w

ho anger

us, disturb our thoughts, expose

our preconceptions, and even im
-

pugn our integrity" (G
erzon, 1996,

p. xxii). Public deliberation offers

com
m

unities the opportunity to

change the w
ay they approach

problem
s. It encourages people to

be involved and to m
ake acting to-

gether a com
m

unity habit and re-

sponsibility.

T
he education of all children is

a com
m

unity responsibil4 E
duca-

tors, along w
ith com

m
unity m

em
-

bers and organizations, are w
orking

together to create schools that w
ill

w
ork m

ore effectively in our chang-

24

ing and diverse society. School

form
 is fundam

entally about w
id-

ening the circle of the traditional,

form
al school system

 to include the

concerns, expectations, desires, and

w
isdom

 of the greater com
m

unity.

Parents, business people, religious

and civic groups, retired persons, re-
recent im

m
igrants, policym

akers,

and average taxpayers m
ust join

public schools to help educate our

forty m
illion school children.

T
oday, the school reform

 m
ove-

m
ent affects students, parents,

teachers, school adm
inistrators, and

the general com
m

unity. E
ducators

P
arents, business,

religious and civk
groups, retired
persons, recent

im
m

igrants,
policym

akers, and
average taxpayers

m
ust participate w

ith
public schools to help

educate our forty
m

illion school
children.
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